
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Plainfield Public Schools 
English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 
 

 
 

Grade/Course Grade Twelve, English IV 
Unit of Study Unit One: Reading Literature / Writing Narratives 
Pacing  5 – 7 Weeks 
 
Unit Overview 
 

 

In Unit One, students will focus on reading literature and composing 
narrative prose and poetry. By the completion of the unit, students will 

have a better understanding of how to analyze a piece of literature to 
determine what impact the author’s use of words, details, imagery, and 

language has on establishing the tone of a literary text. 
 
Additionally, students will be able to create an engaging narrative 

using logical pacing and sequencing to build a particular tone and 
outcome. The unit will culminate in a final performance task, which 

asks students to compose a narrative poem, applying the skills taught 
over the course of the unit. This narrative piece satisfies a core 
requirement of the district student-writing portfolio. (W.CCR.3) 
 
 

 

UNIT ONE STANDARDS 

PRIORITY STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature 
RL.12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections  

to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 

RL.12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their  
  development over the course of the text, including how they interact and  
  build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective  
  summary of the text. 
RL.12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and  
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  relate elements of a story or drama (e.g. where a story is set, how the action 
  is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
RL.12.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text,  
  including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of  
  specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple  
  meanings or  language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g. 

 Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 
 
Writing 
W.12.3  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using  
  effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event   
  sequences. 
W.12.3c Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one  
  another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and  
  outcome (e.g. a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution). 
W.12.3d Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to  
  convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or   
             characters. 
W.12.4            Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
                       and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.   

 
SUPPORTING STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature 
 
RL.12.3           Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate   
                       elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered,   
                       how the characters are introduced and developed). 
RL.12.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a  
  text (e.g. the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a  
  comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as  
  well as its aesthetic impact. 
RL.12.6 Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing   
             what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant. (e.g. satire,   
             sarcasm, irony, or understatement.) 
 
Writing 
W.12.5  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,   
  rewriting, or trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or 

 APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant or a specific purpose 
and audience.  

W.12.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce,  share, and update writing  
products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or 
information. 

W.12.9  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis,  
                 reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literature. 
W.12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and  
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  revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of  
  tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
 
 
Speaking and Listening 
 
SL.12.1          Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
                      (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with  peers on grade 11 topics, 
                      texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and  
                      persuasively. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well- reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 
b. Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision 
making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g., student-developed rubrics), and 
establish individual roles as needed. 
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic 
or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to 
deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

SL.12.6       Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of 
                   formal English when indicated or appropriate 
 
Language 
L.12.1        Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and  
                  usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over 
time, and is sometimes contested. 

L.12.3        Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
      comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening. 

a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) 
for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts when reading 

L.12.4       Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
                phrases based on grade 11 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
                strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 
b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 
c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 



4 

. 
        Plainfield Public Schools                               ELA Curriculum                                      Grade 12 Unit 1 

 

 

glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word 
or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its  
etymology, or its standard usage. 
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary) 

L.12.6        Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and  
                 phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 
                 career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary  
                 knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or  
                 expression. 

 
 
 

“UNWRAPPED” Power Standards  

 

 
Reading Literature 
 
RL.12.1  CITE strong and thorough textual evidence and MAKE relevant connections to  

                        SUPPORT analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn  

                       from the text, including DETERMINING where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

 

RL.12.4  DETERMINE the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the   
  text, including figurative and connotative meanings; ANLYZE  the impact of  
  specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple 
  meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. 
 
Writing 
 
W.12.3  WRITE narratives to DEVELOP real or imagined experiences or 
             events USING effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured  
  event sequences. 

c. USE a variety of techniques to SEQUENCE events so that they BUILD on 
one another to CREATE a coherent whole and BUILD toward a particular 
tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution.) 

d. USE precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to 
CONVEY a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or 
characters. 
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“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK Levels 

 
POWER STANDARD: RL.12.1 

 CITE 
 
 

 MAKE 
 

 SUPPORT 
 

 
 

 DETERMINING 

 Strong and thorough textual 
evidence  
 

 relevant connections 
 

 analysis including: 
o What the text says 

explicitly 
o Inferences drawn from 

the text 

 where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 

 

 

 

3 

Students Can: 

 Draw inferences from literary text to make and support an analysis that goes beyond the 
obvious by using strong and thorough evidence gathered from reading. 

 Make relevant connections between the text under consideration and other texts, 
situations, or experiences. 

 Determine where the text leaves matters uncertain and be able to infer what happens 
next. 

 Support my conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence. 

 Synthesize evidence collected from the text to best support my conclusions. 

 
 
 

“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK Levels 

 
POWER STANDARD: RL.12.4 

DETERMINE 
 
 
 
 
 

ANALYZE 

 Meaning of words and phrases 

including: 
o Figurative 

o Connotative 
 
 

 impact of word choices on 

meaning and tone including 

o Multiple meanings 

o Fresh, engaging and 

beautiful language. 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
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Students Can: 

 Analyze text for word choice and analyze how the use of language advances the plot or 
affects the tone or pacing of the work. 

 Determine how word choice affects meaning and advances the plot. 

 Analyze how specific word choice creates fresh, engaging, and aesthetically pleasing 
text. 

 Analyze how words with multiple meanings create aesthetically pleasing text. 

 Examine the specific patterns of diction in the text and determine its specific impact and 
overall meaning. 

 
 

POWER STANDARD: W.12.3 

WRITE 
 
DEVELOP 
 
 
 
USING 

 Narrative 
 

 Experiences/events 

o Real 

o Imagined 
 

 Effective techniques 

 Well-chosen details 

 Event sequences 

 
 
3 
 
 
 
 

Students Can: 

 Write a narrative about a real or imagined experience 

 Engage and orient the reader by clearly setting out a situation and its significance. 

 Develop experiences, events, and/or characters by using effective narrative techniques. 

 Incorporate well-chosen details into an original narrative.  
 Structure narratives with appropriate sequencing so they build toward a particular tone 

and outcome. 

 Manipulate time within a narrative as a means of developing complex event sequences. 
POWER STANDARD: W.12.3c 

USE 
 
SEQUENCE 
 
BUILD 
 
CREATE 
 
BUILD 

 variety of techniques
 

 events


 on one another


 coherent whole


 particular tone and 
outcome

 

POWER STANDARD: W.12.3d 
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USE 
 
 
 
CONVEY 

 precise words/phrases 

 telling details 
 sensory language 

 

 vivid picture 
o experiences 
o events 
o setting 
o characters 

 

 
 
 
 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 
 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards Concepts Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

Determine 
Figurative meaning 
Connotative meaning 
Tone 
Engaging 
Analyze 
Understatement 
Narratives 
 

Author’s choice 
Structure of text 
Aesthetic impact 
Revision 
Editing 
Rewriting 
Audience 
Diction 
Implicit language 
Explicit language 

 
 

Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

1) Why do readers analyze words or 
phrases for figurative and connotative 
meanings in a text? 
 
 
2) How can I develop real or imagined 
experiences or events when writing a 
narrative? 

1) Analyzing an author’s use of particular 
words or phrases can deepen a reader’s 
understanding of a complex text.  
 
 
2) You can develop real or imagined events or 
experiences by using effective technique, well-
chosen details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 
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District Assessments 
 
 
 

Unit 1 Pre-Assessment 
 

 
 
 

ELA Grade 12 Common Assessment  
 

(See district assessment calendar) 
 

 
Essential Questions Post-Assessment 

 

 
 
 

 
Engaging Learning Experiences 

 
Engaging Scenario 

As seniors, many of you will be asked to write about yourselves for college applications and 
scholarship and program essays.  In fact, many of you will be asked to write about yourself to 
even apply to most jobs these days! Yes, Dairy Queen and Shoprite want to know all about you 
before they ever even lay eyes on you!  So, how can you prove that you are the most interesting, 
most capable out there for whatever it is you plan to do?  Prove it to them with your writing. 
 
In order to prepare yourself for all of these future essays, applications, and scholarships, you are 
going to write a narrative poem about yourself - a poem that shows the best of you. A poem that 
uses the proper diction to imply the tone you wish to convey, a poem that shifts tone as you show 
the many levels of yourself, and, most importantly, a poem which has words and phrases you can 
transition into that killer essay or application writing to get you where you want to go in life. 
 

 
Performance Task Synopses 

 

 
Task 1:  Tone Analysis and Oral Interpretation 

 
Task 2:  Written Analysis 
 
Task 3:  Examine diction, connotation, and denotation 
 
Task 4:  Compose your narrative poem. 
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Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: RL.12.4 
 

Additional Standards: RL.12.1, RL.12.5, SL.12.6. L.12.1 
 
Task 1 Detailed:  Analysis and interpretation of poem with various tones. 
 
Select a poem or use one that your teacher has assigned. You will analyze the poem for tone and 
present an oral interpretation of the poem to the class, demonstrating the tones you have 
identified. 
 
 With a partner, read and discuss each other’s poems, looking for shifts in tone. Examine key 

transition words, specific figurative and connotative meanings of words/phrases, and changes 
in diction and structure that may signal shifts in tone. 

 After discussion with your partner, review your poem, referring to any notes or other resources 

available to you. Assign different tones for different words/lines by writing a tone word next to 
each line or group of lines.   

 Write a brief (one or two sentences) explanation for each assigned tone. Include a 

determination of the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the poem, and refer to 
the relevant line number of the poem. 

 Present your poem to the class, applying the tone shifts you have identified. 
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Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

Key 

4= Exceeding the Standard 
3= Meeting the Standard 
2 = Approaching the Standard 
1=Below Standard 

4 3 2 1 

 
 Meets all “proficient” 

criteria, plus: 
 

 Includes an analysis 
of the impact of text 
structure on meaning 

 Assigns tone 
words in the 
selected poem, 
identifying shifts 
in tone. 

 
 Explains each 

assigned tone, 
including a 
determination of 
the figurative and 
connotative 
meaning of the 
word/phrase and 
the line number. 

 
 Provides strong 

and thorough 
textual evidence 
to support 
analysis 

 
 Presents oral 

interpretation of 
poem to class 
using the 
selected tones. 

 
 Demonstrates 

command of 
standard English 
grammar and 
usage 

 Meets three of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 Meets fewer 
than three of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after 
re-teaching. 

 Comments: 
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Interdisciplinary Connections  

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #1 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X Curiosity and Imagination 
X Innovation and Creativity  

X Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X Effective Oral and Written Communication 
X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: RL.12.4 
 

Additional Standards: RL.12.1, RL.12.5, SL.12.1, L.12.1, L.12.3, L.12.4 
 
Task 2 Detailed:  Tone Exploration 
 
Read a poem or other literary text provided by your teacher, or one that you select. Write an 
analysis of the tone of the poem, supporting your ideas with textual evidence. You may refer to 
your notes and other resources about various tones that may be evident in poetry and/or literature. 
Include references to diction, images, details, language, and/or sentence structure. In the last 
paragraph of your analysis, explain why tone is important to understanding meaning. 
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Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

4 
 

3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

 Meets all Proficient 
criteria, plus: 

 
 Provides more than 

three text examples  
in analysis paper. 

 
 No errors in English 

conventions. 

 Determines the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as 
used in the text, 
including figurative 
and connotative 
meanings. 

 Analyzes the 
impact of specific 
word choices on 
meaning and tone, 
including words 
with multiple 
meanings or 
particularly 
exceptional 
language. 

 Provides three text 
examples that 
support 
interpretation 

 Explains why tone 
is important to 
understanding the 
meaning of the 
poem. 

 Demonstrates 
command of 
standard English 
grammar and 
usage 

 Meets three of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria  

 Meets fewer 
than three 
Proficient 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after 
re-teaching. 

 Comments: 

 
Key 
4= Exceeding the Standard 
3= Meeting the Standard 
2 = Approaching the Standard 
1=Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections  

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #2 

 
 
 

 

Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

X Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 
X Curiosity and Imagination 
X Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 
X Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Performance Task # 3 

In Detail 

 
Power Standards: RL.12.4, W.12.3, W.12.3c, W.12.3d 
 

Additional Standards: RL.12.1, RL.12.2, RL.12.3, L.12.4, L.12.5 
 
Task 3 Detailed:  Examine diction, connotation, and denotation 
  
Part of effective writing, and effectively expressing yourself, is using exactly the right word.  In 
cooperative groups, you will examine words with similar meanings and connotations, then find the 
“perfect” word for a particular situation. 

 Break up into partners or small groups.  Each group is assigned a word. (see 
attached sheet) 

 Using the sheet provided, work with your group to: find a minimum of six synonyms 
for your assigned word; precisely define each word; and assign each word to a 
particular situation.  

 After completing the activity, your group will report out to the class as directed by 
your teacher. 
 

** If time and technology are available, encourage students to create a chart, PowerPoint, Prezi, or 
other kind of presentation to communicate the meaning of their words.** 
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Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 
4 
 

3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

 Meets all 
“Proficient” criteria, 
plus: 

 
 Presents 

information, 
findings, and 
supporting 
evidence, 
conveying a clear 
and distinct 
perspective, with 
organization and 
style appropriate to 
the purpose and 
audience 

 

OR 

 Makes strategic 
use of digital media 
in presentation to 
enhance 
understanding of 
findings, reasoning, 
and evidence. 

 

 

 Identifies a 
minimum of six 
synonyms for the 
assigned word 

 Uses reference 
resources to 
determine or 
clarify specific 
definitions for 
each synonym 

 Assigns a 
reasonable word 
for each situation 
presented   

  

 Uses situations 
and ideas from 
the group activity 
to present 
findings to the 
class 

 Each group 
member 
participates in 
presentation 

 

 Meets four of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria  

 Meets fewer 
than four of 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 
Key 

4= Exceeding the Standard 

3= Meeting the Standard 

2 = Approaching the Standard 

1=Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections  

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #3 

 
Technology 8.1.12.B & C 
 
Career Ready Practices 
CRP 4 & 11 
 

Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

x❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 
X Curiosity and Imagination 
X Innovation and Creativity  
X Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

x❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 
X Effective Oral and Written Communication 
X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
 

 
 
 

Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 

Power Standards: W.12.3, W.12.3c, W.12.3d 

Additional Standards: W.12.3b, W.12.3e, W.12.4, W.12.5, L.12.3 
 
Task 4 Detailed: Write a narrative poem 
 
You will use the writing process to compose a narrative poem that describes you at your best.  This 
poem could be the basis of a later essay if you so choose.  Your poem should include the 
following: 

 information about yourself, including what makes you unique and wonderful 
 two clear shifts in tone (for example, from serious to playful or from nervous to self-

assured, etc.) 

 proper diction to express your tone 

 well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences 

 precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid 
picture 

 use of standard English conventions insomuch as it does not alter the style of your 
poem (meaning mistakes can be made to deliberately play with language in poetry, 
but mistakes that are clear mistakes detract from the quality of your work) 
 

Be creative!  Be unique!  Show your reader why you stand out from the faceless crowds.  Whether 
it is a future employer, scholarship board or even a peer on social media, your writing often 
communicates who you are to people before they ever meet you in person.  Learn to use your 
words to show a positive image of yourself; it can often make the difference in landing the interview 
that may change your life! 
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Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

 

4 
 

3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

 Meets all “Proficient” 
criteria, plus: 

 
 Demonstrates more 

than two shifts in 
tone  

 
 

 Submits evidence 
of the writing 
process (multiple 
drafts, peer review, 
revision notes, etc.) 

 Includes two shifts 
in tone 

 Uses proper diction 
to express tones 

 Sequences events 
to build on one 
another to create a 
coherent whole and 
build toward a 
particular tone and 
outcome 

 Uses precise words 
and phrases, telling 
details and sensory 
language 

 Presents a clear 
picture of the 
author; as a unique 
and appealing 
individual 

 Meets four 
“Proficient” 
criteria. 

 
 

 Meets fewer 
than four 
“Proficient” 
criteria. 

 Task to be 
repeated after 
re-teaching. 

 Comments: 

 

 
 
Key 
4= Exceeding the Standard 
3= Meeting the Standard 
2 = Approaching the Standard 
1=Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections  

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #4 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 
X Initiative and Leadership 
X Curiosity and Imagination 
X Innovation and Creativity  
X Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 
X Effective Oral and Written Communication 
X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
 

 

 

Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 
X Identifying Similarities and Differences 
X Summarizing and Note Taking 
X Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 
X Homework and Practice 

❑ Nonlinguistic Representations 

X Cooperative Learning 
X Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑ Generating and Testing Hypotheses 
X Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

❑ Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Differentiation Strategies 
(Additional Supports + Enrichment) 

Intervention Strategies 
 

 

Additional Supports: 

 Small group instruction 

 Varied questioning strategies 

 Various organizers 

 One-on-one teacher assistance 

 Peer tutoring 

 
Enrichments for Highly Capable Students 

 Selections from Eliot’s “The Waste 

Land” 

 Selections from Milton’s “Paradise 

Lost” 

 Task 3- challenge students to find 

synonyms for words with multiple 
meanings 

 

 Direct/ explicit instruction 

 Additional time 

 Assistive technology 

 Advance organizers 

 Accommodations for learning styles 
or multiple intelligences  

 Adjust pace of lesson/ instruction 

 Modified instruction 

 Peer tutoring 

 Parent conference 

 Involvement of Guidance or Learning 
Specialist 

 Reassessment of lesson or teaching 

style 

 

Specially Designed Instruction for 
Special Education Students 

Strategies for English Language 
 Learners 

 

 Additional time 

 Modified assignments appropriate to 
skills and ability 

 Change of pace 

 Small group work 

 Use of visuals or audio to enhance 
lessons 

 Scaffold information 

 Peer mentors 

 Allow extra response time 

 Cooperative learning groups 

 Building upon student’s prior knowledge 

 checks for understanding (oral and 

written) 

 Visuals and graphic organizers 

 Connections to primary language and 
culture 

 Provide difficult  works in native 
language 

 Ask students to tell their stories before 

writing them. 

 Use visual organizers such as story 

boards for students to plan out the 
sequence of the narrative. 

 Modified reading list: 
Selections by 

           Dickinson; 

William Blake’s The Lamb; 
Barbara Allen 

Auden’s When I Was One and Twenty     
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Lessons and Resources 

Grade Twelve 
Unit One 
Power Standards RL.12.1, RL.12.4, W.12.3 

 
 
 
 
Standard: RL.12.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 

Learning 

Targets 
Activities / Lessons DOK 

Level  
Resources 

Draw inferences 
from literary text 
to make and 
support an 
analysis that 
goes beyond the 
obvious by 
using strong and 
thorough 
evidence 
gathered from 
reading. 

 

Have students read 

various texts and practice:  

 Identifying the 
tone, mood, and 
narrative 
techniques citing 
textual evidence to 
support their 
response.  

 Analyzing the text 
and citing evidence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

 https://beamingnotes.com/2013
/10/22/summary-analysis-
phenomenal-woman-maya-
angelou/- analysis of the poem 
including tone and figurative 
language.   

 

 http://www.oprah.com/own-
super-soul-sunday/Listen-Dr-
Maya-Angelou-Recites-Her-
Poem-Phenomenal-Woman-
Video Dr. Maya Angelou recites 
her poem "Phenomenal 
Woman" 

 

 http://www.poetryfoundation.org
/poem/178942 

Angelou’s Phenomenal 
Woman, an example of a 
personal poem exuding 
self- confidence and 
celebrating personal 

Determine 
where the text 
leaves matters 
uncertain and 
be able to infer 
what happens 
next. 

 

Introduce the students to 
the reading strategy, 
reciprocal teaching. 

Have students read 
various texts and practice 
making logical predictions 

about what happens next. 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

https://beamingnotes.com/2013/10/22/summary-analysis-phenomenal-woman-maya-angelou/-
https://beamingnotes.com/2013/10/22/summary-analysis-phenomenal-woman-maya-angelou/-
https://beamingnotes.com/2013/10/22/summary-analysis-phenomenal-woman-maya-angelou/-
https://beamingnotes.com/2013/10/22/summary-analysis-phenomenal-woman-maya-angelou/-
http://www.oprah.com/own-super-soul-sunday/Listen-Dr-Maya-Angelou-Recites-Her-Poem-Phenomenal-Woman-Video
http://www.oprah.com/own-super-soul-sunday/Listen-Dr-Maya-Angelou-Recites-Her-Poem-Phenomenal-Woman-Video
http://www.oprah.com/own-super-soul-sunday/Listen-Dr-Maya-Angelou-Recites-Her-Poem-Phenomenal-Woman-Video
http://www.oprah.com/own-super-soul-sunday/Listen-Dr-Maya-Angelou-Recites-Her-Poem-Phenomenal-Woman-Video
http://www.oprah.com/own-super-soul-sunday/Listen-Dr-Maya-Angelou-Recites-Her-Poem-Phenomenal-Woman-Video
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/178942
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/178942


20 

. 
        Plainfield Public Schools                               ELA Curriculum                                      Grade 12 Unit 1 

 

 

Support my 
conclusions with 
explicit and 
implicit textual 
evidence. 

 

Review with students how 
to formulate responses 
that require textual support 
by using the acronym- ICE 
to help students cite and 

explain textual support.  

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

attributes  

 

 http://www.readingrockets.org/s
trategies/reciprocal_teaching 
Explanation of reciprocal 
teaching and a video of a 
teacher utilizing the reading 
strategy with her students. 
(Although this is an elementary 
example, the strategy is 
relevant and easily adapted for 
older students.) 
  

 http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/D
epartments/ELA_Curriculum_U
nits.php 
Reciprocal teaching worksheets 
and ideas on how to implement 

the strategy 

 

 http://www.lsa.umich.edu/UMIC
H/sweetland/Home/Undergradu
ate/Writing%20Guides/HowDoII
ncorporateQuotesIntoMyWriting
.pdf 
Explanation of ICE acronym 
from the University of Michigan 
Writing Lab. 

 

 

 

Synthesize 
evidence 
collected from 
the text to best 
support my 
conclusions. 

Have students read 
several pieces of literature 
to respond to various 
writing prompts citing and 
synthesizing evidence to 

support their responses. 

 

 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/reciprocal_teaching
http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/reciprocal_teaching
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA_Curriculum_Units.php
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA_Curriculum_Units.php
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA_Curriculum_Units.php
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/UMICH/sweetland/Home/Undergraduate/Writing%20Guides/HowDoIIncorporateQuotesIntoMyWriting.pdf
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/UMICH/sweetland/Home/Undergraduate/Writing%20Guides/HowDoIIncorporateQuotesIntoMyWriting.pdf
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/UMICH/sweetland/Home/Undergraduate/Writing%20Guides/HowDoIIncorporateQuotesIntoMyWriting.pdf
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/UMICH/sweetland/Home/Undergraduate/Writing%20Guides/HowDoIIncorporateQuotesIntoMyWriting.pdf
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/UMICH/sweetland/Home/Undergraduate/Writing%20Guides/HowDoIIncorporateQuotesIntoMyWriting.pdf
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Standard: RL.12.4  

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they areused in the text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, 
including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 
beautiful. 

Learning 

Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 

Level  

Resources 

Analyze text 
for word choice 
and analyze 
how the use of 
language 
advances the 
plot or affects 
the tone or 
pacing of the 
work.       

 

 

 

 

Determine how 
word choice 
affects 
meaning and 
advances the 
plot. 

 

Show students the Mood 
and Tone PowerPoint 

(posted on ELA web page).  

Discuss how the tone in 
Beowulf shifts to reflect the 

plot.  

Show students a Prezi 
identifying examples of tone 
found in Beowulf with 

textual support.  

Provide or develop with  
students a list of “tone 

words”. 

 

Direct students’ attention to 
figurative language (simile, 
kenning, metaphor, 
analogy, euphemism, pun, 
etc.) used in the text and 
ask them to determine a 
word’s meaning and explain 
how its use affects the 
meaning of other words 
around it or contributes to 
the meaning of the larger 

text. 

Introduce students to the 
literary term kenning using 
the two-page handout in the 

resource column.   

1 

 

2 

 

1 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/D
epartments/ELA_Curriculum_U
nits.php 

 

 http://www.shmoop.com/beowul
f/tone.html  Brief analysis on 
the tone in Beowulf.  

 

 http://prezi.com/btroentctpbq/?u
tm_campaign=share&utm_medi
um=copy&rc=ex0share- 
Examples of tone being 
identified in Beowulf with 
textual support.  

 

 https://quizlet.com/9064986/en
glish-quiz-tone-words-prose-
terms-beowulf-terms-flash-
cards/ Examples of literary 
terms found in the Beowulf. 

 

 https://quizlet.com/36813343/b
eowulf-figurative-language-
flash-cards/ Examples of 
figurative language used in 
Beowulf. 

 

 http://www.webenglishteacher.c
om/msb/Kennings.pdf This 2-
page handout includes a 

http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA_Curriculum_Units.php
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA_Curriculum_Units.php
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA_Curriculum_Units.php
http://www.shmoop.com/beowulf/tone.html
http://www.shmoop.com/beowulf/tone.html
http://prezi.com/btroentctpbq/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share-
http://prezi.com/btroentctpbq/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share-
http://prezi.com/btroentctpbq/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share-
https://quizlet.com/9064986/english-quiz-tone-words-prose-terms-beowulf-terms-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/9064986/english-quiz-tone-words-prose-terms-beowulf-terms-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/9064986/english-quiz-tone-words-prose-terms-beowulf-terms-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/9064986/english-quiz-tone-words-prose-terms-beowulf-terms-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/36813343/beowulf-figurative-language-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/36813343/beowulf-figurative-language-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/36813343/beowulf-figurative-language-flash-cards/
http://www.webenglishteacher.com/msb/Kennings.pdf
http://www.webenglishteacher.com/msb/Kennings.pdf
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Analyze how 
specific word 
choice creates 
fresh, 
engaging, and 
aesthetically 
pleasing text. 

Analyze how 
words with 
multiple 
meanings 
create 
aesthetically 
pleasing text. 

As you read through a text, 
note the author’s use of 
certain words that combine 
with others (through sound, 
imagery, meaning, or 
stylistic or rhetorical effect) 
to add meaning or serve 
some other purpose (e.g. to 

reinforce theme). 

Think aloud while reading to 
show students how you 
figure out a word or phrase 
using syntactic, semantic, 
typographic, etymological, 
and other types of 
information to decipher 

words. 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

definition of a kenning, 
examples, a list of current 
kennings, and an invitation for 
students to create kennings of 
their own. 
 

 www.quia.com/rr/482059.html 
(A quiz game dealing with 
literary terms and elements- 
great for review). 

 

 http://www.artsreformation.com/
a001/dr-rightwords.html 

Interesting short 

explanation on diction in 

poetry. 

 

 http://www.readwritethink.org/cl

assroom-resources/lesson-

plans/choose-select-settle-

exploring-1175.html(Exploring 
Word Choice in Poetry. 

 

 http://www.readwritethink.org/cl
assroom-resources/lesson-
plans/reading-literature-
translation-beowulf-814.html 
Reading Literature in 
Translation: Beowulf as a Case 
Study -  Students will learn that 
translating a text is an 
interpretive re-creation of the 
text. 

Examine the 
specific 
patterns of 
diction in the 
text and 
determine its 
specific impact 
and overall 
meaning. 

 

 

Provide students with a list 
of words or phrases with a 
common theme left 
unstated; ask them what the 
words have in common and 
how that relates to the text 

from which they come. 

Direct students to identify 
words or phrases that are 
connected; ask them what 
conclusions they can draw 
from the patterns, 
connections, or general use 
of words about their 

meaning. 

Have students read/ listen 
to multiple versions of a 
text. Discuss how the 
versions are different and 
subject to the translators’ 

interpretations.   

 

 

2 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

2 

 
 
 
 

http://www.quia.com/rr/482059.html
http://www.artsreformation.com/a001/dr-rightwords.html
http://www.artsreformation.com/a001/dr-rightwords.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/choose-select-settle-exploring-1175.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/choose-select-settle-exploring-1175.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/choose-select-settle-exploring-1175.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/choose-select-settle-exploring-1175.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/reading-literature-translation-beowulf-814.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/reading-literature-translation-beowulf-814.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/reading-literature-translation-beowulf-814.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/reading-literature-translation-beowulf-814.html
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Standard: W.12.3  

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Learning 
Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 
Level  

Resources 

Write a 
narrative about 
a real or 
imagined 
experience 

 

 

Engage and 
orient the 
reader by 
clearly setting 
out a situation 
and its 
significance. 

Discuss with students 
elements of a narrative 
poem and the examples 
used in the resource. 
  
 
 
 
 
Discuss the five steps to 
writing a narrative poem 
as outlined in the 
resource.  
 
 
 
Watch/read and discuss 
students’ boasts 
inspired by Beowulf’s 
boast. 
 

 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
 

 http://www.creative-writing-
now.com/how-to-write-poetry.html 
Fun and easy to use, including “How 
to Write a Narrative Poem” and an 
excerpt from Poe’s The Raven as a 
mentor text.  

 
 http://www.powerpoetry.org/actions/

how-write-narrative-poem  A student 
friendly five step process of writing a 
narrative poem.  

 
Examples of students’ boasts inspired 
by Beowulf’s boast:  
 http://pftstabeowulf.blogspot.com/p/

anglo-saxon-boast.html 

 http://cygnus13.blogspot.com/2007/
09/beowulf-
boast.htmlhttp://ampbeowulfblogproj
ect.blogspot.com/2012/10/anglo-
saxon-boast.html 

 
 

 http://www.fastweb.com/college-
search/articles/building-your-brag-
sheet  Explains the purpose of the 
brag sheet and provides ideas on 
how to complete it. 
 

 http://mrsguillory.weebly.com/blog/e
pic-boast-project  This assignment 
prepares students to brag about 
their accomplishments in their 
narrative poems, as well as 
scholarship and college essays.  
 

 http://study.com/academy/lesson/na
rrative-poems-types-examples.html 
Short video explaining the different 
types of poetry with examples.  
 

Develop 
experiences, 
events, and/or 
characters by 
using effective 
narrative 
techniques. 

 

Incorporate 
well-chosen 
details into an 
original 
narrative.  

 

Have students read a 
sampling of narratives 
and narrative poems 
similar to and slightly 
different from the sort 
you want them to write. 
 
Review with students 
the purpose of a brag 
sheet as explained in 
the resource and have 
students complete the 
Senior Brag Sheet 
found on the district 
website.  
 
Have students write 
their own boast 
mimicking Beowulf’s 
boast using their brag 
sheet as inspiration.  

 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

http://www.creative-writing-now.com/how-to-write-poetry.html
http://www.creative-writing-now.com/how-to-write-poetry.html
http://www.powerpoetry.org/actions/how-write-narrative-poem
http://www.powerpoetry.org/actions/how-write-narrative-poem
http://pftstabeowulf.blogspot.com/p/anglo-saxon-boast.html
http://pftstabeowulf.blogspot.com/p/anglo-saxon-boast.html
http://cygnus13.blogspot.com/2007/09/beowulf-boast.html
http://cygnus13.blogspot.com/2007/09/beowulf-boast.html
http://cygnus13.blogspot.com/2007/09/beowulf-boast.html
http://cygnus13.blogspot.com/2007/09/beowulf-boast.html
http://ampbeowulfblogproject.blogspot.com/2012/10/anglo-saxon-boast.html
http://ampbeowulfblogproject.blogspot.com/2012/10/anglo-saxon-boast.html
http://www.fastweb.com/college-search/articles/building-your-brag-sheet
http://www.fastweb.com/college-search/articles/building-your-brag-sheet
http://www.fastweb.com/college-search/articles/building-your-brag-sheet
http://mrsguillory.weebly.com/blog/epic-boast-project
http://mrsguillory.weebly.com/blog/epic-boast-project
http://study.com/academy/lesson/narrative-poems-types-examples.html
http://study.com/academy/lesson/narrative-poems-types-examples.html
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Structure 
narratives with 
appropriate 
sequencing so 
they build 
toward a 
particular tone 
and outcome. 

 

 

Manipulate 
time within a 
narrative as a 
means of 
developing 
complex event 
sequences. 

 

Introduce students to 
different structures, 
including traditional 
linear format as well as 
more episodic or lyric 
narrative formats that 
string a series of 
impressions together as 
a way of telling a story. 
 
 
 
Encourage students to 
use the boast, brag 
sheet, or another form 
of prewriting as they 
compose their narrative 
poems.  

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 

 

 http://facultyweb.cortland.edu/kenne
dym/genre%20studies/poetrynarrati
ve.htm Explains the purpose of each 
form of poetry and provides 
examples of each type from 
classical literature.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional Resources 

 

 

Texts 

 

 

Selections from: 
Beowulf 
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales 
Shakespeare’s sonnets 
Robert Burns 
Yeats 

 
Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night, Thomas 
Preludes, Eliot 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://facultyweb.cortland.edu/kennedym/genre%20studies/poetrynarrative.htm
http://facultyweb.cortland.edu/kennedym/genre%20studies/poetrynarrative.htm
http://facultyweb.cortland.edu/kennedym/genre%20studies/poetrynarrative.htm

